STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE


CRATE BUILDING PROCEDURE

1. Set the crate assembly jig to the correct size, according to what size crate you are building.

2. Make sure that the crate assembly jigs do not line up with another work station or any employees in the area because you will be shooting nails horizontally and they could deflect and injure someone.

3. Set two “sides” into the crate assembly jig, upside down (with 2” x 4”’s ends facing up).  The outside of the sides should face out.  Crates are assembled upside down.

4. Locate the correct size 1” x 6” end boards and move them close to the assembly jig.  Find the dimensions and amount needed per crate from the “crate lumber chart”.

5. Making sure that the two “sides” in the jig are vertical, place a 1” x 6” end across the ends of the two sides. The 1” x 6”’s should have the smooth side of the board facing out and should also be in line with the outside 2” x 4”.

6. Using an air nailer with 3 ¼” nails, nail the 1” x 6” “End” board to the outside 2” x 4” of the “side” with two (2) nails.

Note:  You must have your air nailer training to operate an air nailer.  Do not nail the other end of the “end” board at this time unless you are building one board high crates.

7. If you are making crates that are more than one board, stack another 1” x 6” “end” board on top of the first and nail as you did the first one.  Repeat as required.

8. Level the other end of the “end board” and make it flush with the outside 2” x 4” on the other “side”, nail 3 ¼ ”  nails through the “end board” into outside 2” x 4”.  Continue this step for all end boards if needed.

9. On crates that have inside 2” x 4”, put 3 - 3 ¼” nails through each 1” x 6” end board into these also.

10. Repeat steps 5 - 9 for the other end of the crate.

11. Place a “bottom” on top of the assembled “sides”.  The 2” x 4”’s of the “bottom” should line up with the 2” x 4”’s of the “sides”.

Note:  “Bottom” should go on upside down, because the crate is being assembled upside down.

12. Lift crate off assembly jig by lifting one end and flipping it over and place plastic liner in crate.  Move crates to designated area.  Place lids in a stack where they will be easily accessible.

13. Clean up crate building area after you have completed your crates.
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